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Bourbon ruled, feeling was naturally very high, against the
Republic. The Spaniards, for the sake of Louis XVI., had
maintained peace as long as they could, but after his execution
they refrained no longer, and on March 7, 1793, they declared
war against France, and their general, Don Ricardos de
Castillo, easily occupied the province of Roussillon. In Eng-
land all the early sympathy with the French Revolution had
vanished, except among a few radicals; the opening of the
Scheldt had disgusted the merchants; the massacres of Sep-
tember had alienated the upper classes ; and the execution of
the king crowned the feeling of opposition. Pitt, the great
peace minister, hesitated for a long time,1 but he soon saw that
there was no chance of maintaining a neutral attitude, and
the eloquence of Burke made it impossible for him to check
the demand for war. The Republic left him no alternative,
for it declared war against England on February 1, 1793.
Pitt determined to assist the Austrian army in the Nether-
lands, and a brigade of Guards, under Major-General Gerard
Lake, arrived at Dort on March 5,1793. It was reinforced by
a Dutch and a Hanoverian division, the Duke of York took
command, and he marched to join the Austrians, who now
had Prince Francis of Saxe-Coburg-Saalfeld as their general.

At the beginning of March Dumouriez stationed himself
at Antwerp, while Valence occupied Aix-la-Chapelle, and
Miranda besieged Maestricht. He then entered Holland with
lus main army, but was soon obliged to fall back by the news
that the Prince of Coburg had driven Valence from Aix-la-
Chapelle, and had, upon March 4, caused thp siege of Maestricht
to be raised. Miranda fell back in very great confusion,
leaving much of his artillery behind; and when Dumouriez
concentrated again at Antwerp, he found that his soldiers had
lost the buoyant confidence which had enabled them to over-
run Belgium so successfully. Similar bad news came from the
army of Custine. On December 14 he had been defeated at
Hockheim, and he had been previously driven from Frankfort.

1 See the able article on tins sxibject by Mr. Oscar Browning in the
Foiiidyhtly Rcvuw for February, 1883.
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